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The Israel — Japan Friendship Society and Chamber of
Commerce cooperation with the Embassy of Japan in Israel

Friday Lecture at the Embassy
Friday, September 23, 2011 at 11:00

The Museum Tower, 19" floor
4 Berkowitz St. Tel Aviv

Where the kimono meets the grass skirt - a comparable look to Japan
and Papua New Guinea

By: Raz Cherbelis & Ayelet Eidelberg

It seems that Japan, one of the most technologically advanced countries in the
world, and Papua New Guinea, with a strong tribal culture, will be on far ends of

the cultural scale.

One can think that he/she won't find greater differences in way of life, way of
thinking, social structure, food, garments, education, etc. Is it really so?
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Our way of looking at different cultures is full of stereotypes; on one hand, it does
help us understand. On the other hand it limits our perspective.

In our lecture, we will try to reveal the universalistic deep inner core the two
countries share in common.

In a fascinating and funny slide show, we will try to show these two so vivid and
colourful cultures, pointing out the differences and at the same time finding the
bridge to narrow the gaps

Raz Cherbelis, M.A. in Anthropology, travels to Papua New Guinea for the last 23
years, speaks Pidgin - the local language, lecturer in various organizations like
Israel Valley College, tour guide to Papua New Guinea and Japan

Ayelet Eidelberg is a researcher focusing on the cultures and religions of East
Asia. She has lived for extended periods in East Asia including Japan. Ayelet is a

lecturer and a photographer who has written for Hebrew publications such as
“Different Journey” and “Different Lives.” For fifteen years, Ayelet led trips to
Japan for the "Geographical Society".



